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Nicholas II himself was well-disposed towards Germany. The German public had a false picture of the Czar, as indeed it had of many political circumstances and personalities. He was an honest and personally fearless man, with muscles of steel; his instinctive autocratic dignity was coupled with a correct habit of straightway referring all political business to the authorities concerned. His inmost longing was to disappear into the quiet of bourgeois life. This was why he loved Wolfsgarten in Hesse, where he liked nothing better than to be spared visitors. For this reason also he liked to mix with the German fleet, where, released from the restraint of his position, he felt a man among men, and conducted himself in a frank and agreeable manner towards us.
Among his own people the Czar seemed half a prisoner. When we sailed to meet him on the occasion of the Swinemtinde meeting in 1907 (contrary to the arrangement by which we were to lie at anchor and the Czar was to sail through the lines on his yacht, the Emperor pressed to go and meet the Czar) we sighted him off Kolberg. In spite of the high sea running, the Emperor caused the boat to be got ready and went over to the Russian Imperial yacht, a thing which the Russians had not considered possible. The yacht, however, kept close to the wind so that it pitched heavily. We could not understand why, for the elementary help that a ship can give to a boat at sea consists in the ship heaving to, so as to form a protection (lee). Whilst we were passing round the stern of